POOR LAW (IRELAND) (KELLS UNION). 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 8 March 1 864 -,-^for. 



COPIES “ of Correspondence between the Irish Poor Law Commissioners 
and the Board of Guardians of the Kells Union, with reference to the 
Medical Officer of the Union 

‘ Of the Reports of the Poor Law Inspectors on the same subject 

c Of the Memorial of the High Sheriff with reference thereto, and the Reply 
of the Commissioners 

‘ And, of the Statement made by the Deputy Chairman in tendering his 
Resignation.” 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
13 March 1804. 



} 



B. BANKS, 

Chief Clerk. 



(Mr. Hennessy .) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
6 April 1864. 
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COPIES of Correspondence between the Irish Poor Law Commissioners 
and the Board of Guardians of the Kells Union with reference to the 
Medical Officer of the Union : — Of the Report of the Poor Law 
Inspectors on the same, subject : — Of the Memorial of the High Sheriff 
with reference thereto, and the Reply of the Commissioners : — And, of the 
Statement made by the Deputy Chairman in tendering his Resignation. 



(No. 24,648-1863.) 

Nol 1 . — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Saturday, the 28th day of November 1863. 

Present: — In the Chair, Richard Chaloner, Esq. 

Other Guardians: — Messrs. L. Lynch, Bomford, Christie, Gargan, and J. Radcliff. 

The master has again to complain of the very indecorous conduct of the 
medical officer towards him iu the Board-room, on the last Board -day, and of the 
series of indirect charges made by him against the master, and, in particular, of 
the very serious assertion of the medical officer, “ that the master was not truthful 
in Lis statements to the Board, and that he was very much disappointed in him.” 
These charges and unwarrantable assertions the master feels that it would be 
culpable in him to pass over unnoticed. He was thus vindictively assailed for 
endeavouring to perform, to the best of his ability, a simple act of duty — namely, 
the appointment of a wardsmaid for the infirmary. The master was informed 
that a vacancy had occurred in the staff of wavdsmaids, and that the medical 
officer had appointed a person to act in that capacity without any reference to 
him on the subject. The master wrote the following note to the medical officer: — 

“ Sir, “ 21 November. 

“ I beg to inform you that I consider Mary M'Dermott a fit person to be 
appointed wardsmaid over the Back Shed, instead of Bridget White, who left the 
house. 

(signed) “ William Clinton , Master.” 

“ E. Kellett, Esq., m. o.” 



Reply, 2,1 November. 

“ The master is hereby informed that there is a patient in the shed, a respect- 
able girl, who had been a wardsmaid in this infirmary for longer than two years, 
and who understands her business as such, and is now doing the duties which 
White did. I am surprised that the master would recommend a person to be 
placed over the shed who he knows to be dishonest. 

(signed) “ E. Kellett .” 

“ Sir, te 21 November. 

“ I beg to inform you that I believe Catherine Smith to be a proper person to 
act as wardsmaid over the Back Shed. 

(signed) “ William Clinton , Master.” 

“ To E. Kellett, Esq., m. o.” 
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Reply, 21 November. 

" I have to inform the master that I have chosen the best person in the work- 
house to do the duties of wardsmaid in the shed. She is a patient on diet, an 
a respectable and experienced person, named Mary Fagan. 

(signed) “ E. Kellett .” 

Article 11, exception 2, empowers the master to make such appointments; 
and in letter of the Poor Law Commissioners (No. 21,690 — 62), 17th October 
1862, it is stated that the selection of pauper nurses rests with the master of the 
workhouse, who is responsible, under the Commissioners’ regulations, for the 
selection of proper parties; but that it is desirable that, previous to making the 
selection, the master should consult the medical officer as to the persons to be 
selected. The master, for acting in strict conformity to these rules laid down for 
his guidance, is publicly attacked in the Board-room by the medical officer, in 
the strongest and most insulting language. The medical officer seems anxious 
to throw every obstacle in the master’s way, and to have an utter disregard for 
all rule. He complains to the Board that the house is in disorder, but who 
creates it ? As an example of this, the master would mention the case of a 
pauper named Anne Connell, whom the medical officer had applied to the Board 
for permission to have removed to Mullingar Lunatic Asylum as a dangerous 
lunatic ; and an application was accordingly sent to the manager of the asylum 
for that purpose. A few days after the application containing the medical 
officer’s certificate of the insanity of this woman was sent to the asylum, the 
master received from the medical officer, by the bands of the lunatic Connell, a 
note requesting the master to give her three hours’ pass. The master refused the 
woman a pass, but he feels quite unable to guess at the motive of the medical 
officer in writing such a request. 

Another instance of this is the case of the pauper Anne McGarry, aged 55 
years, who was sent by the medical officer into the Separation Ward on the 
22d instant. 

The master having been made acquainted with the fact, wrote the following 
note to the medical officer : — 

“ Sir, “ 23 November 1863. 

“ It having been reported to me that the pauper Anne McGarry was placed, 
by your directions in the Separation Ward, I have to acquaint you that this 
arrangement is contrary to the established rules of the house, inasmuch as none 
but persons of notoriously bad character are placed there, and only by the special 
order of the Board of Guardians. The master has, therefore, to request that the 
pauper alluded to may be at once removed to her proper place. 

(signed) “ William Clinton. Master.” 

“ To E. Kellett, Esq., m.o.” 

Reply, 23 November. 

“ The master is informed that the Female Separation Ward is the proper place 
for Aune McGarry. However, as the master and matron do not approve of her 
being there, I have sent her to the Female Infirm Ward. 

(signed) “ E. Kellett ” 

The master is most anxious that the business of the establishment should be 
conducted in a peaceable and orderly manner. He is also desirous of carrying 
out the rules laid down for the proper management of the house; but he feels 
that it will not be in his power to carry out those rules in an efficient manner, if 
the medical officer be allowed to interfere with him in the discharge of his duty, 
and to insult him in the Board-room upon every occasion, by his representing 
the master as a person unworthy of credit and undeserving the confidence of 
the Board. 

Ordered. The Board of Guardians request the attention of the Commissioners 
to these iacts, and a copy of these complaints to be sent to the medical officer. 
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(No. 24,684—1863.) 

jjo. 2. Letter from Dr. Kellett, Medical Officer of the Workhouse, to the 

Commissioners.' 

Gentlemen, Kells, County Meath, 30 November 1S63. 

I received on yesterday a copy of statements from the master’s journal of 
last Saturday, together with the order of the Board, “ requesting your attention 
to these facts,” as they are pleased to call them, without haying had any expla- 
nation from me. I therefore beg that you will do me the justice of deferring 
your consideration of the report until you shall receive from me through the 
Board, on next Saturday, a reply. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) E. Kellett, m.d. 



(No. 24,684—1863.) 

No. 3 .— Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Kellett. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 4 December 1863. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to 
certain charges which have been preferred against you by the master of the 
workhouse of Kells Union ; and they desire to inform you that they will await, 
the receipt of the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians on the 5th 
instant before considering the charges preferred against you by the master. 



By order, &c. 

(signed B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



To E. Kellett, Esq., m. d. 

Medical Officer of the Workhouse, Kells. 



(No. 24,648—1863.) 

No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4 December 1863. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them the resolution contained in Minutes of Proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Kells Union on the 28th ultimo, containing a 
resolution requesting their attention to certain charges which have been preferred 
by the master of the workhouse against the medical officer ; and, in reference 
thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that they have received a letter from 
the medical officer, in which he requests them to defer consideration of the 
master’s report until they should Teceive a reply from him, through the Board of 
Guardians. 

The Commissioners will accordingly await the receipt of the Minutes of the 
Guardians’ meeting on the 5th instant before considering the master s complaint 
against the medical officer. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Kells Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 
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(No. 25,119—1863.) 

No. 5. Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at 
a Meeting held on Saturday, the 5th day of December 1863. 

Present: — In the Chair, Richard Chaloner, Esq. 

Other Guardians Messrs. Christie, P. Lynch, J. Radcliflj Romford, L. Lynch, Newman 
McKenna, and Armstrong. 



Tiie master has to report that on the 30tli November he received a note from 
the medical officer, stating “that there was no wafer in the infirmary since 12 
o’clock.” The master called the attention of the porter to the matter, and. on 
the latter going into the infirmary, he found abundance, of water in all the pipes 
there. The porter returned and reported the fact to the master, who went to the 
infirmary, and found that the porter’s statement was quite true ; anil he (the 
master) called on the nurse, and showed her that there was no scarcity of water 
m the infirmary. The master has to state that the infirmary tank is filled with 
water twice, and often three times, a day; and that no change has been made by 
him m the quantity of water supplied daily since his appointment, and that it is 



only of late that these frequent complaints of a scarcity of water rave arisen • 
?md the master feels satisfied that the quantity of water supplied the infirmary 
daily is amply sufficient for all purposes, if it be not wilfully wasted, in order to 
give trouble to the officers. 

The master having been informed that a patient named Rose Power, an 
inmate of the Lack Shed, was forcibly carried, on Saturday the 28th November 
m her nightdress (rolled up in a blanket) by two men, named Michael Iv-llv 
and John Smith, from the infirmary into the female idiot cell, lie inquired into 
die case; and found that tins woman was forced from the Back Shed by the 
directions <>. the medical officer, and placed in the idiot cell, for having as the 



master was informed, offended in some way the wardsmaid there. Krlly and 
Smith told the master that they were sent for, and on going into the Back Shed 
they found the medical officer having a hold of the woman, endeavouring to force 
, d “ r ”* “ d 1 she ofei "S a11 thc ™»lnnco she- could, by 
T s tllt, J a “ b of , tlle door, “ lul eying aloud tlmt the commonest i.roHtilute in 
the bouse could not be treated worse than she was. That, by the orders of the 

“wlttTf’ T hM , rf th0 U “" ket ** head, ami the 

* / ! el !“ t ’ and ln they carried her through the infirmary 

Jell Tl ‘ mfirmar y' out into the womens yard, and placed her in the idiot 
officer •— 6 niilSter t “ ereu P on sent following communication to the medical 

'■ Having; been informed that a patient named Rose Power, wlio*' wndbetlar 
sane, was removed by you on the 28th instant from the infirmary to the femafc 
idiot cell, I have to request that she may be again taken back to the infirmary 
as the idiot cells are intended solely for the accommodation of lunatics and idiof 

Wot ollf fm'i'h 80 *° req , UeS V 1 ’“ t Mar S avet Carroll may be removed from the 
idiot cell for the reasons already stated ; and also because, from the daimerous 

^h^Ssthr d be rasafe » “ ** to 

“ To E. Eellett, Esq., M .o.” Clintm ’ M »“"” 

IsSSIlsgeiS 

Rose T p““tb S e Se&p^tion w“ ^ 

(signed) “ JE. Kelletf 

To 
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To which the master sent the following reply : — 

Sir, “ i December. 

With reference to your note of this day to the matron, requiring her, without 
a moment’s delay, to supply bed clothes for Rose Power to the Female Separation 
Ward, the master has again to repeat to the medical officer that the Board of 
Guardians only have the power of placing persons in that ward, and the medical 
officer is therefore requested to have the woman removed from that ward to the 
infirmary or Infirm Ward. 

(signed) “ William Clinton, Master.” 

“To E. Kcllett, Esq., m.o.” 

The master received a second note from the medical officer on the subject, 
viz. : — 

“ The master is hereby required to direct the matron to send over bed and 
bedding for Rose Power to the Separation Ward ; and the master is further re- 
quired never again to interfere in the classification of the sick, or to attempt to 
remove any patient from the ward in which I have placed him or her, without 
my permission.” 

(signed) “ E. Kellett.” 

1 December. 

To which the master replied in the terms following, vi z. : — 

“Sir, 1 December. 

“ I have received your note, and I have to protest against Rose Power being- 
placed by you in the Separation Ward; but as you are determined to keep her 
there, in defiance of my authority, I have given directions that she be supplied 
with bed-clothes, while this question is pending.” 

(signed) “ William Clinton, Master.” 

“ To E. Kellett, Esq.” 

Ordered . — These Reports to be referred to the Commissioners. 



The following letter was received from the medical officer, dated 4th 
December 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ You may remember that I was sent for to the Board-room on last Saturday 
week ; that when there, I observed that I had been told by the master that he 
had lost 8i lbs. loaf-sugar, which he then plumply denied. I remembering 
his denial, in a similar manner, that he had tolc! me of his being deficient 9 J 
gallons of new milk in a week, and not being forgetful of the positive manner 
in which he stated and asserted that he had sent, on. the 1st November, a pint of 
whisky, which he did not do, I told him I was sorry to be obliged to say, 
before the Board, that he was unworthy of belief, and that I was much dis- 
appointed in him, as indeed I am ; but I did not say, as he has stated, that he 
was unworthy of the confidence of the Board. I am prepared to prove that the 
workhouse master told of his deficiency in milk and sugar, and that he did not 
send the full quantity of whisky to the infirmary, nor docs he do so now. As 
to the master’s observations about the selection of an undernurse for the sheds, 

I have to slate, that had he refused to appoint the person chosen by me, and not 
have brought the matter before the Board, I would have done so, as the first 
person he recommended had a burthen of two young children in the workhouse, 
and had been lately removed from her position over the laundry, by the master, 
for theft; and the second he put forward was a girl, aged 22, who is only one 
degree removed from an idiot, and cannot read or write, although she had had 
five years’ instructions at the workhouse school. With regard to Anne Connolly, 

I have to inform you that she was perfectly capable of taking care of herself, 
when I asked a pass, to enable her to send a message to her landlord from Kells, 
about her house and potatoes, and I never denominated her a dangerous 
lunatic. 

180. a 4 “Anne 
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“ Anne M'Garry was brought to me by the master as a person who threatened 
to kill someone ; when I took her into the infirmary, on the third day, she became 
most disorderly and insubordinate. She assailed the nurse, undernurse, wards - 
maids, and patients with the grossest abuse, and in language which none but 
the most abandoned would be capable of ; and from her admissions to me, I 
believe her to have been a prostitute. This person was punished for her conduct, 
by being removed from the infirmary to the Separation Ward, where she 
should have been left, as her demeanour in the Infirm Ward continues infamous. 

,c 1 have further to state, for the information of the Board, that the arrange- 
ments of the establishment continue to be carried out very irregularly, and not 
in accordance with their orders ; and I have to beg that they may direct that, the 
infirmary shall be supplied with water every morning at eight o’clock, and every 
evening at four o’clock, to prevent want of water during the night, as still occurs. 
That directions may be given to have the infirmary basket sent over by the 
master every morning at eight o’clock, and that he shall send the milk first to 
the fever hospital, then to the infirmary, with the bread, without detaining the 
nurse while he gives out the bread for the inmates of the house, as her morn- 
ing’s time is of importance. That directions may be given that a sufficient 
supply of milk shall be laid in every morning, for breakfast and dinner, so that 
the patients may not again be obliged to do without dinner-milk until after 
seven o’clock, as occurred to 16 a few days since; while at other times sour 
milk is given out in consequence of too much being laid in. That fresh dry 
straw may be supplied to the infirmary before we become eaten up by fleas. 
That the male and female patients be sent up to hospital properly washed and 
dressed, without pipes, and that the clothes may be supplied from the laundry 
clean, dry, and in repair. Furthermore, while the master neglects his own 
business, he interferes too much in mine, and the dallying system continues to 
prevail. The square lamps for the hospitals, so long since ordered, have not been 
supplied, neither have the milk-cans and basket with locks ; but the ventilators 
on the sheds were closed (a business of two hours) on the 11th day after your 
order was given. 

“ Your, See. 

(signed) “ M. Kallett .” 

The Board of Guardians have received a report from the medical officer this 
day, and do not consider there has been any explanation of the conduct 
which the master complained of on a former occasion. 

Ordered , — That the master be sent a copy of the medical officer’s letter of the 
4th December 1863. 



(No. 25,119—1863.) 

No. 6. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11 December 1863. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland transmit to you the accompanying Minutes of Proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of Kells Union on the 28th ultimo and 5th instant, containing cer- 
tain charges preferred by the master of the workhouse against the medical officer; 
and they request that you will have the goodness to inquire into the statements 
contained in the master’s reports affecting the medical officer, and to furnish 
them with a report thereon. 



Poor 



To H. Robinson, Esq., 

Law Inspector, Pilot View, Dalkey. 



By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 
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(No. 25,1] 9 — 1863.) 

No. 7.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 11 December 1863. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land acknowledge the receipt of Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
of Kells Union on the 5th instant; and they desire to inform the Guardians that 
they have instructed their Inspector, Mr. Robinson, to inquire into the charges 
preferred by the master of the workhouse against the medical officer, and ° to 
furnish them with a report on the subject. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Kells Union. (signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 



(No. 25,592—1863.) 

No. 8.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Saturday, the 12th day of December 1863. 

Present: — In the Chair, Richard Chaloner, Esq. 

Other Guardians .-—Messrs, Bomford, J. Radcliff, Roundtree, Armstrong, and L. Lynch. 

Read letter from the medical officer. 11 th instant.— Gentlemen, — I have to 
acknowledge the receipt of a copy of another disgusting report from the journal 
of the workhouse master, and beg to state that I was in the infirmary on the 
30th November for three hours and a half, and during that time there had been 
no water in it. At ten minutes to four o’clock on that evening I wrote to the 
master for a supply. At twenty minutes to five o’clock the master, accompanied 
by the porter, came to the infirmary, whither there had been previously a small 
quantity of water turned to ; and at nine o’clock the infirmary pipes were a°-ain 
empty, and thus remained until half-past eight o’clock next morning. It is not 
true that there has been at any time a wilful waste of water in the infirmary for 
the purpose of giving the officers trouble ; the cause of an increased consumption 
of water being that the infirmary is now every morning washed and cleansed by 
water from the bathroom, and not, as heretofore, by water from the kitchen ; and 
a morning and evening full supply are requisite for the infirmary. With reoarcl 
to the master’s statements about Rose Power, I desire to inform the Board "that 
she was removed from the infirmary, in a proper manner, to a bed in the cells 
and there locked up in consequence of insubordination, gross abuse, and violent 
efforts in my presence to beat an undernurse. Next morning, on her asking 
pardon and requesting to be removed to her proper place, the separation ward, I 
sent her there. She is a prostitute, and suffering from consequent disease. The 
attention of the Board is requested to the obstinacy of the master in persisting 
to give out the bread and milk for supper at and sometimes before six o’clockj 
instead of at seven o clock as ordered ; and I have to complain not alone of his with- 
holding food, but of his crossing of extras prescribed by me for tile benefit of 
the patients in the fever hospital. 

P -S - — The square lamps for the union hospitals have not yet been supplied. 

Ordered,— A copy of this letter to be sent to the master of the workhouse, and 
the complaints therein to be examined by the Assistant Commissioner at the 
same time as he inquires into the former ones. 



(No. 26,284—1863.) 

9 - Report from Mr. Robinson , Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, . Dalkey, 22 December 1863. 

1 beg to inform you that, in acccordance with the instructions contained in 
your letter of the 11th instant, I held an inquiry yesterday into the charges pre- 
terred by the master of the Kells Workhouse against the medical officer of that 
establishment, which are recorded on the Guardians’ Minutes of Proceedings of 
the 28th ultimo and 5th instant. 

1 ^ 0, B I forward 
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I forward to you herewith the minutes of the investigation. 

The master’s reports accuse the medical officer of indecorous conduct towards 
him, and of interfering improperly and assuming undue authority in the 
government of the workhouse. 

The principal occurrences referred to as evidence of improper interference on 
the part of the medical officer in the government of the workhouse were the 
following : — 

On the 20 th November a vacancy occurred among the pauper attendants in 
the shed at the hack of the infirmary, and, without any reference to the master 
or matron, the medical officer placed a woman who was a patient in the infirmary 
to do the duty. The appointment of pauper attendants for the hospitals had 
before been discussed, and your regulations on the subject were fully explained 
in your letter to the Guardians of the 17th October 18G2. The master of 
the workhouse, who is a young man who has lately been appointed to 
the office, finding that the” medical officer had, without any reference to 
him, selected a wardsmaid to fill up the vacant place, appears to have been 
desirous to establish and maintain his right to make such appointments, 
and wrote to the medical officer recommending two other women, neither of 
whom were approved of; and the medical officer wrote and said, “I have chosen 
the best person in the workhouse to do the duties of wardsmaid.” As this 
occurred on a Board-day, the question was referred to the Guardians, who 
allowed the woman selected by the medical officer to retain the office. The 
master had no personal objection to her, but objected to the selection having 
been made by the medical officer without his authority ; and there is no doubt 
that the medical officer, who was perfectly conversant with your rules on the sub- 
ject, ought noi to have selected a wardsmaid without referring to the master and 
asking him to make the appointment. 

Another case was that of Anne McGarry, which the master reported to the 
Board as an instance of improper interference on the part of the medical officer, 
as he placed the woman in the female separation ward on his own authority. 

The separation ward is reserved for women of immoral character ; and it 
appears to be the rule of the workhouse, and a very proper rule, that women 
shall only be placed there by order of the Board of Guardians. 

Anne MeGarrv was in the infirm ward, and had never been in the sepa- 
ration ward. The master states that he believes she is not in her proper 
senses, and having become very violent, he took her to the doctor, with the 
view of having her placed in the idiot ward. The medical officer placed 
her in the infirmary, and entered her disease in the weekly return as “ insanity 
and subsequently entered her name in the record of sickness, writing “ devil- 
ment ” in the column headed “ name of disease.” In about three days the 
medical officer sent her to the separation ward, and afterwards removed her, 
on the remonstrance of the master; he states he did so in consequence of 
receiving a report that she used improper language, and that he never heard 
that it was the rule of the Board that women should be placed in the sepa- 
ration ward only on their order. 

The case of Rose Power, to which I will next refer, was the most serious 
one inquired into. This woman was an infirmary patient, and had been 
admitted to the workhouse on the 15th July last. She had not, at any time 
since her admission, been in the separation ward, though it appears that she has 
lately admitted that at one period of her life she had conducted herself 
immorally. 

On the 28th of November this woman was very violent and insubordinate in 
the infirmary ; and the medical officer, without any reference to the master or 
matron, sent for two men and had her wrapped up in blankets, and taken over 
in her nightdress, and put into one of the idiot ceils, in which she was left all 
night with one of the idiots. Next day she was allowed to come into the passage 
or hall outside the cells, and she slept there the second night. 

The medical officer states that he did not consider that Rose Power was mad 
and that he only sent her to the cell for punishment. 

In this instance the medical officer greatly exceeded his powers, and assumed 
an DO j v ® stel ^ him, punishing a pauper by confinement in a cell ; 

and if he round that her conduct rendered it necessary that she should be so 
restrained and punished, he should have sent for the master and referred the 

case 
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case to him, as the master, and he alone, in the absence of the Board of Guar- 
dians, has legal authority to punish a refractory pauper by confinement ; and 
the medical officer’s conduct in punishing a sane person, by locking her up all 
night with an idiotic one, was wholly unjustifiable. 

On the 30 th of November the medical officer sent Rose Power from the idiot 
ward to the separation ward, and states that he did so because she asked him, 
and that she told him her character was bad. The master, finding she was in 
the separation ward, ordered her to be removed to the infirm ward, which order 
the matron complied with ; but Rose Power told the matron that if she did not 
remain where the medical officer placed her, she would be struck off hospital 
diet, and she managed to get back to the separation ward on the 1 st instant 
without the matron’s knowledge. 

The master on that day wrote to the doctor, stating that “the Board of 
Guardians only had the power of placing persons in that ward,” and requested 
the medical officer to remove Rose Power to the infirmary or infirm ward. The 
doctor replied, applying for bedding for Rose Power, and stating, “The master 
is further required never again to interfere in the classification of the sick,” &c. 

The master wrote again protesting against the woman being left in the separa- 
tion ward, but the medical officer persisted in keeping her there. 

The medical officer’s excuse that he never heard any rule of the Board pro- 
hibiting his sending anv person he found to be a prostitute to the separation 
ward is iu this instance of no avail, as the master informed him by letter, on the 
1 st of December, that, such power rested only with the Board of Guardians ; and 
the whole proceeding evinced on the part of the medical officer a determination 
to assume undue power in the workhouse, and to treat the master’s authority 
with contempt. 

Evidence was taken by me on several other points, as you will see by the 
Minutes, but none of them were very important in themselves, except as evincing 
the evils arising from want of co-operation and harmony among the workhouse 
officers. A charge was made by the medical officer that the master crossed out 
extra diets ordered by him, but on inquiry it appeared that the master had done 
so only to have them transcribed on to another sheet, as they had been written 
out on a wrong sheet in the Diet Book ; and on inquiring why the extra diets had 
not been issued on one day referred to by the medical officer, it appeared that 
he (the medical officer) had accidentally omitted to order them. 

It appeared also, during the inquiry, that there had, on a few occasions, been 
some irregularity in the supply of a small portion of the milk for the infirmary 
patients; and the master should be careful that this does not occur again. 

It appears to me that it is necessary to consider the conduct of the medical 
officer not only with reference to the facts elicited at this inquiry, but also in 
regard to his proceedings on former occasions ; and a perusal of the Guardians’ 
Minutes shows that for a long- time past the medical officer’s intemperate inter- 
ference in the government of the workhouse has been the cause of constant irri- 
tation in the establishment, while tile time of the Board of Guardians has been 
occupied and wasted by inquiring into and endeavouring to arrange differences 
which ought never to have occurred. It also appears that the warnings the 
medical officer has received have not had the effect of making him alter his course 
of conduct. In February 1861 the Board had reason to find fault with his inter- 
ference with the master in the discharge of his duty ; and last month it appeared 
that the medical officer had advised the infirmary nurse to disobey an order of 
the muster’s, when the following resolution on the subject was passed: — “The 
Board are further of opinion that the medical officer acted improperly in advising 
the nurse to act as she did, and they request that he will never again adopt a 
course so calculated to interfere with the due authority of the master, and to 
encourage insubordination in the establishment.” 

The medical officer’s communications to the master are also unbecoming, and 
are written in an overbearing tone, which the medical officer has no right to 
assume in addressing the workhouse master ; while some of his expressions in 
reference to him are highly indecorous, his report of the 11 th instant containing 
the following observation : — “ I have to acknowledge the receipt of another dis- 
gusting report from the journal of the workhouse master,” &.c. 

I do not think, that it would be possible for any man to perform his duty as 
master, and to manage a workhouse with efficiency, if he is subject to interference 
such as that constantly attempted by Dr. Kellett ; and I consider that Dr. Kellett, 

180. b 2 though 
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though attentive and efficient in his medical treatment of the sick, is of such an 
irritable temperament, and so injudicious and anxious to possess undue authority 
in the workhouse, that the other officers of the establishment cannot co-operate 
with him. fhis has continued for so long, and after so many warnings, that there 
appears to be little hope that Dr. Ivellett will alter his mode of proceeding ; and 
as the interests of the union, and the good order of the workhouse, must suffer 
from these frequent quarrels between the master and medical officer, which are 
mainly to be attributed to the want of temper of the latter, I would suggest that 
the Guardians be advised to consider the propriety of calling upon Dr. Kellett to 
tender his resignation of his office. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Robinson. 



(No. 2C, 284— 1863.) 

Minutes of Evidence enclosed in No. 9 . 

William Clinton, Master of the Workhouse, having been duly sworn, states 

th f medical officer having stated to me in the presence of the Board, on 
the -1st November last, that 1 was not worthy of truth, and that he was greatly disappointed 

mine. I he instances of untruth he gave were, that having previously admitted that I was 

"'“La lr "S ii I,a)l ml,k ’ 1 denied «•* in the Board-room. He stated also 
that; t told him that Mary M Dennett had stolen SJ lbs. of sugar, and my denial that 1 told 
mm ilns wa» another instance which he gave of my untruth. 

.A ,!* lra ? 't ." 1 1 drsnied in die Board-room beinro 91 gallons of milk short, as I 
admitted it to the Board, and I never told Ur. Kelleitthat Mary M'Dormo.t stole II! lbs. 

WTl'roLf V’.T'l?'’' elt T ,n the Bra ‘' d -ra°»i that I had told him I Ills of 
.M Dermolt, but I distinctly swear I never told him so. A vacancy among the iuliraini'v 

teftlr t C omT, 1 ™ 1 '*” 86 ! by ‘n d ' schal 'Se fr °m the house of a woman named White, who 
left on the doth November. On the - 21 s, I heard that the medical officer had filled up this 
vacancy without, lonsultmg me, and had appointed Marv Fegui. The conespmalence 

Sfi™M «,-.° f, h I! 9 tl, t f NJL, | iei , .„n4laeftew^„“^S7non“ 

did nof , h M , »J M U o ra,0tl ’ » ft «warrls Catharine Smith, for the office. The doctor 

mIfin l oL™ t ^ P B r 8 wf- 5e,e ,' :t ?‘ l by ,lle u r tel ' to «ll the situation of infirmary ivnrds- 
seif \he lloard of oil • *"’* “l’P™ red doctor, and ho having. chosen for him. 

P .“ZbS o ,T d 1 em,, r ed bMh ’ a " d arc of opinion Hint Anno 

vic htoJi! by 1 i ? lcal . offi( -. ei v will suit this particular situation best, having for two 
yeais previous served in that situation. 1 had no personal objection to Anne Fegan beincr 
wardsmaid, but I objected to the medir.nl officer selecting a wardsmaid wUhout re& o & 
me and I wanted a wardsmaid appointed in the properVm. THEu ^maint , ,‘i v 
17* OctSrVaot a W ,omtments - as prescribed by the Commissioners in their letter of 

assLtant ^ aS ' a “ ,8S,slant ia tlle sl ' ed " 1 a,1 »* ad >™ to tale b« as im 

to wS Te^Tappotated wa”tmffi ra ' ary “ 21S ‘ " r ** “* « ^ abad 

w'sJS ,K s wi!r s t n “, e c rr 11 

I was aware that it had been the practice of the ■R nnw i n j- i 
women to be placed in the sepa.ation ward on their order and ttaTm *" 8 ° ny l ° uT 
removed from it without the authority of the Board ’ d ™ 4 woman could be 

who 'have “S* , B “‘ if P'«“"tes 

any reference to the Board, Anne McGarrv was an inmate nf placed there again without 
reported to me that she had threatened to kill someone f j’ ® mfip, “ ward, and it was 

said he had room for her in the cells I tnnlr * b ^ re ’ and * ba * me dical officer 

placed the woman in the infirma^anj put ^ “ et the doctol > who 

doctor m the weekly return as “ msanitv'’ and in *h? U c dl ® e f se ls recorded by the 
She had been about two weeks in the Tnfl.m wa 3 tVTt ° S,cknes , s aS ^ devilment.” 
before. After she had been in the infirmarv aho./t ^ had n ® ver been m the house 
officer had, without any reference to me or to * three , da ys, I found that the medical 
The correspondence recorded on the Minute f^ 0 ”’ ? ac , ed ber ln the separation ward, 
me and the medical officer, and Xewomanwas st K ^ then ^ place between 
the case to the Board as a£ to ^ ward) but 1 reported 

government of the workhouse. ^ P er 1Dter ^ erence by the medical officer in the 



I never 
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I never heard of Anne M ‘Garry being guilty of immoral conduct or language ; but I bad 
to lock her up for assaulting the inmates of the infirm ward, and she still gives annoyance. 
I believe she is not in her proper senses. I have not asked the doctor to put her in the idiot 
ward since she was sent back to the infirm ward. 

On the 30th of November, at about twenty minutes past four o’clock, I received a note 
from the doctor, saying there had been no water in the infirmary since 12 o’clock. I then 
went to the infirmary, and found plenty of water in every department of the infirmary and 
idiot wards. 

I saw the medical officer pass out of the house as I received the note. The porter told 
me that water had been pumped to the infirmary at eleven o’clock and two o'clock. The 
force-pump is in front of the house. There is no way of filling the infirmary cistern 
except by working the force-pump by the donkeys. 1 reported this to the Board, to show 
the continual annoyance I receive from the medical officer. The nurse told me that there 
had been no water in the pipes when the doctor wrote. 

On the 30th ultimo the matron reported to me that Bose Power, a patient in the 
infirmary, was removed on the 28th to the idiot ward. I made inquiries from Sally Fox, 
who told me that she (Rose Power) was carried there by two men, named Michael Kelly 
and John Smith, in a blanket and in her nightdress; Kelly and Smith corroborated Sally 
Fox’s statement. 

On the 30th of November I wrote to the medical officer requesting him to remove 
Power back to the infirmary, as the idiot ward was solely intended for idiots. 1 got no 
answer, and on the day following the matron got a note “ requiring her, without a moment’s 
delay, to supply bed-clothes for Rose Power in the separation ward.” I wrote and stated 
that the Board of Guardians only had the power of placing persons in that ward, and 
requested him to remove Power to the infirmary or infirm ward. 

The correspondence recorded on tire Minutes of the 5th of December took place 
between us, and the woman remained in the separation ward contrary to my request and 
protest, and remains there still, the Board having marie no order about her pending the 
inquiry. Power never was in the separation ward before, and never was in the house 
before, as far as I know. She was admitted on the 15th of July 1863- 

She was always in the infirmary, and from the inquiries I have made l believe she 
is not a case for the separation ward; and I am informed that, though violent and hot- 
tempered, she was not in the habit of using immoral or indecent language. She has 
admitted that about 20 years ago .she was immoral, and states that she once deserved to be 
in the separation ward, but' not now. 

On the 30th of November I told the matron to remove Power from the separation ward 
to the infirm ward, which she did, and the matron told me that Power said she would be 
struck off hospital diet by the doctor if she did not remain where he placed her ; and the 
next morning she took the opportunity of the matron going to the separation ward to get 
in without her knowledge, and it was after that my correspondence with the doctor took 
place. 

I was called over the other morning, when I heard the women were fighting, 1 saw 
Power lying in bed and screaming, but she did not use indecent language. 

I have seen the medical officer’s complaints that the arrangements of the house are irre- 
gular. With reference to the statement that 16 patients did not get their dinner-milk till 
seven o’clock : on the 16th of November there was not a sufficient supply of milk laid 
in in the morning for the dinner, in consequence of a mistake 1 made in my order to the 
contractor. 

I was out at the Court, and the matron sent for more milk, and it was received and 
delivered at three o’clock. 

On several occasions the milk was five or six pints short of the supply required for 
dinner, as I always endeavoured not to get in more than necessary, for fear of its getting 
sour. Milk is received at about nine o’clock and seven o’clock each day. 

The nine o’clock delivery should supply the breakfast and dinner, and the seven o’clock 
the supper, and I get as much as I order. 

Whenever 1 was short for dinner I always asked the nurse should I send specially for it, 
or would she wait till supper ; and on every occasion when I delayed supplying the 
deficiency tdl the supper supply arrived, I did so with the consent of the nurse. 

I think that, except ou the 16 th of November, the infirmary dinner-milk was never more 
than one gallon short since the change in the system of delivery was made. 

With reference to the ventilators, I gave the order to have them closed the clay I 
received it. At the doctor’s suggestion, I gave che order to a pauper named M'Donriel ; 
and finding, about four or five days after, that they were not closed, I ordered tire paid 
carpenter to do the work. 

With reference to the complaint that I cross out extras ordered by the medical 
officer, there were no extras ordered for Tuesday, by the medical officer, before Tuesday 
morning, and therefore I did not issue them. The books were confused, from the fact 
of the extras having been written for three days previous on the wrong sheets, and I copied 
one day on to another sheet. 

Wm. Clinton. 

Sworn before me this 21 st of December 1863, 

Henry Robinson, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



l8o. B 3 
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Sally Fox , having been duly sworn, states: — 

I HAVE been over the idiot ward since August last. I remember Rose Power bein<«- brought 
over, between two men, to the idiot ward. She had only a blanket and her ‘shift on 
and no shoes or stockings. The doctor and two men came with her. It was r I u 
She was put in a cell by the doctor’s order, and she begged his pardon before he left' 
She slept that night in the cell, and an idiot named Nancy Clinton slept chore loo 
Her bed was sent over from the infirmary. Next night she slept in the hall. I did 
not hear her use any indecent expression at any time, and she was quiet with mo. 

Her 

Sally + Fox 

Sworn before me this 2lst of December 18G3, “ mrk ‘ 

Henry Robinson, 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Edward Kellett, Esq., m.d., having been duly sworn, states 
told rs he £ tTslt 1 rfZTa.d'l iT "i 0rt >, ° f ‘ ruth - IIa d«“i«l U»>t he 

^ 10 ” 4 a m " ssv to h ° r 

rrr? 0f rcCoWn S " '-“I”"' 1 rfW using 
and 1 never heard that it was a ml of the Boa ',1 I haf'w ° '"’T P N "T'i" tll!l1 Wim t 
on their order. At 25 minutes past £ oViocf f, 11 '* uM 1,0 l 1 ' 1 ™ 1 «"« 
and none in the yard-pipes in tfc infimiarv ■ at in ! f ! w " 5 ,"° T*"' 111 1,10 s '"'S‘»'y. 
none in the surgery. I sent tn ti ' ^ ’ i 1 1,im,lt(!8 to '1 o clock I found there was 
sat down and JoS JtCiZ * ^ WaS told there was none, and J thou 

woman’s ainf aiidbFegan romptaned ofnf u'pd'j vve' t* ^ W ''d “'S CTCllin R ,| r™“i"R » 
got into a violent passion, threw herself out of bJtnV' 1 ’ *!? S T 1 ower a iotlnre; she 

Cd her htlVS&Zt? If “ S'l 

to the'celif h “ d ' - “ “*** - 

a " d 1 <■“ - — » «- 

“ me to send her to the separation 'It, tfsfcl ffSi 7& 
BirlCand i’ ™l Adding, and „ aa „ s i„ g a„„,her 

^ h - *. 



which the order was given. 

Sworn before me this Slat of December 1863, 



E. Kellett. 



Henry Robinson, ■ 

Poor Law Inspector. 



Mary JW* lufanary hawing w ^ ^ ^ _ 

“ 7 f f f* 8 or 8 3 n». Of engar, Imt bo did 

I reported her to the doctor. Before Power and la fS ua g e were dreadful before 

there 
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there was no water at half-past twelve o’clock in the surgery, and there was none there 
till about 20 minutes to five in the evening ; the water was in it before the master and 
porter came. The cistern was empty again at about nine o’clock, and it was not filled till 
half-past eight o’clock next morning. I remember once saying to the master, when there 
was a pint of dinner-milk short, that I could do without it till supper, but I only remember 
once. 

Mari/ Rarhin. 

Sworn before me this 21st day of December 1863, 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 



Catherine Morris, having been duly sworn, states : — 

I remember the day, at 25 minutes past twelve o’clock, on which there was no water 
in the surgery or yard of the infirmary. At 10 minutes to -four o’clock, there was no water 
then; at nine o’clock that night there was none, and none till half-past eight o’clock next 
morning. 

her 

Catherine + Morris, 

Sworn before me this 21st of December 1863, 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 



Thomas Taylor, Porter of the Workhouse, having been duly sworn, states : — 

I eemember the 30th of November. In the evening, at about half- past four o’clock, 
I got a note from the master, saying there was no water in the infirmary, and I went to 
the cistern near the male idiot cell, which supplies the infirmary, and found an abundance 
of water ; I then found water in each pipe in the infirmary, and the boiler half full ; 
I then went and brought the master, and showed him there was plenty of water ; it is my 
duty to see the water .pumped. The pump i3 in front of the house, and pumped .by 
donkeys ; water was pumped into the infirmary at two o’clock, and there was no pumping 
done from that time till next morning ; water cannot be forced or taken to the infirmary 
cistern except by pumping. I think that 10 minutes did not elapse from the time I got 
the note till the master and I went to the infirmary ; and when I got the note the doctor 
could not have been at the road. 

Thomas Taylor. 

Sworn before me this 21st of December 1863, 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 



Bridget Kiernan, having been duly sworn, states : — 

I have been in the dairy since last summer. Whenever the infirmary dinner-milk has 
been short, I have heard the master ask the nurse should he send for more to the con- 
tractor, or would she wait till night, and she said she would wait, and could do well 
without it. 

Bridget Kiernan. 

Sworn before me this 21st of December 1863, 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 



Extracts from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, of 14 November 
1863. 

With reference to the correspondence appearing on the last minutes between the 
master and medical officer, the Board are further of opinion, that the medical officer acted 
improperly in advising the nurse to act as she did ; and they request that he will never 
again adopt a course so calculated to interfere with the due authority of the master, and 
to encourage insubordination in the establishment. 

The Board are further of opinion that the master acted injudiciously in not obta ini ng 
the order of the Guardians before he attempted to make a change in long-exi6ting arrange- 
ments of the workhouse, in a case where the change was not a matter of urgency or 
emergency. 
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(No. 26,284—1863.) 

No. 10. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 24 December 1863. 

The Commissioners for administering- the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land desire to inform the Board of Guardians of Kells Union that they have 
under consideration the report of their inspector, Mr. Robinson, with the evi- 
dence taken at the inquiry held by him on the 21st instant, into the charges 
preferred by the master of the workhouse against the medical officer ; and that 
they will address the Guardians on the subject at their meeting on the 2d 
proximo. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

The Clerk of Kells Union. Chief Clerk. 



(No. 26,284—1863.) 

No. 11.— Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 31 December 1863. 

In pursuance of the intention staled in their letter of the 24th instant, the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland pro- 
ceed to address the Board of Guardians of Kells Union, relative to the inquiry 
into the charges preferred by the master of the workhouse of Kells Union 
against the medical officer, of indecorous conduct towards him and of interfer- 
ing- improperly, and assuming undue authority in the government of the work- 
house. 

The principal occurrences referred to as evidence of improper interference on 
the part of the medical officer in the government of the workhouse, were the fol- 
lowing : — On the 20th of November last a vacancy occurred among the pauper 
attendants in the shed at the back of the infirmary, and, without any reference 
to the master or matron, the medical officer placed a woman who was a patient 
in the infirmary to discharge the duty ; when the master of the workhouse, appa- 
rently with a desire to establish and maintain his right to make such appoint- 
ments, wrote to the medical officer, recommending two other women, neither of 
whom were approved of by the medical officer, who stated in reply that he “ had 
chosen the best. person in the workhouse to do the duties of wardsmaid.” On 
the question being referred to the Guardians, they allowed the woman selected 
by the medical officer, and to whom the master had no personal objection, to 
retain the office ; but there can be no doubt that the medical officer ought not 
to have selected a wardsmaid without referring to the master, and asking him lo 
make the appointment. 

Another case was that of Anne McGarry, which the master reported to the 
Board as an instance of improper interference on the part of the medical officer, 
he having placed the woman in the female separation ward, which is reserved 
for women of notoriously bad character, on his own authority, in violation of the 
Guardians’ rule that women shall only be placed in that ward by their order. 

It appears that Anne McGarry was in the infirm ward, and had never been in 
the separation ward. The master states that he believes she is not in her proper 
senses, and having become very violent he took her to the medical officer with 
the view of having her placed in the idiot ward. The medical officer placed her 
in the infirmary, and entered her disease in the weekly medical return as “insanity,” 
and subsequently entered it in the record of sickness as “ devilment.” In about 
three days the medical officer sent her to the separation ward in consequence, as 
he states, of having received a report that she used improper language, and 
having never heard of the. rule that women should be placed in the separa- 
tion waid only on the Guardians’ order. The woman was removed from the ward 
by the medical officer on the remonstrance of the master. 

The 
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The next complaint is that in reference to the case of Rose Power, who had 
been an infirmary patient : she was admitted to the workhouse on the 15 th of 
July last, and had not at any time since her admission been in the separation 
ward, though it appears that she has lately admitted that at one period of her 
life she had conducted herself immorally. It appears that on the 28 th of Novem- 
ber this woman was very violent and insubordinate in the infirmary, and 
the medical officer, without any reference to the master or matron, sent for 
two men and had her wrapped up in blankets and taken over in her night dress, 
and put into one of the idiot cells, in which she was left all night with one of the 
idiots ; next day she was allowed to come into the passage or hall outside the 
cells, and she slept there the second night. 

The medical officer states that he did not consider that Rose Power was mad, 
and that he ouly sent her to the cell for punishment. 

In this instance the medical officer greatly exceeded his powers, and assumed 
an authority not vested in him in punishing a pauper by confinement in a cell, 
and if he found that her conduct rendered it necessary that she should be so 
restrained and punished, he should have sent for the master and referred the 
case to him ; as the master, and he alone, in the absence of the Board of Guar- 
dians, has legal authority to punish a refractory pauper by confinement. The 
medical officer’s conduct in punishiug a sane person, by locking her up all night 
with an idiot, was wholly unjustifiable. 

It appears that on the 30 th of November the medical officer sent Rose Power 
from the idiot ward to the separation ward, and he states that he did so because 
she asked him, and that she told him her character was bad. The master find- 
ing her in the separation ward ordered her to be removed to the infirm ward, 
which order the matron complied with; but Rose Power told the matron that if 
she did not remain where the medical officer placed her she would be struck off 
hospital diet, and she managed to get back to the separation ward on the 1st 
instant, without the master’s knowledge. The master in learning this informed 
the medical officer in writing that the Board of Guardians alone had the power 
to place persons in that ward, and requested him to remove Rose Power to the 
infirmary or the infirm ward, when the medical officer in reply applied for bedding 
for her, adding, “ the master is further required never again to interfere in the 
classification of the sick and he persisted in keeping her in the separation 
ward, notwithstanding the master’s having again protested against the pro- 
ceeding. 

The medical officer’s excuse, that he had never heard of the rule of the Board 
prohibiting his sending any person he found to be a prostitute to that ward, is in 
this instance of no avail, as the master informed him by letter on the 1st instant 
that such power rested only with the Board of Guardians ; and the whole pro- 
ceeding appears to evince on the part of the medical officer a determination to 
assume undue power in the workhouse, aud to treat the master’s authority with 
contempt. 

On the other hand, it was charged by the medical officer that the master 
crossed out extra diets ordered by him, but it appears that the master had done 
so only to have them transcribed on to another sheet, as they had been written 
out on a wrong sheet in the diet book ; and it appears that extra diets had not 
been issued on one day referred to by the medical officer, owing to his own acci- 
dental omission to order them. The master, however, should be careful that 
there is no failure in future in the supply of milk to the infirmary patients. 

The Commissioners consider it necessary to consider the medical officer’s con- 
duct, not only with reference to the facts elicited at the recent inquiry, but also 
in regard to his proceedings on former occasions. It appears from the Guar- 
dians’ minutes that for a long time past the medical officer’s intemperate inter- 
ference in the government of the workhouse has been the cause of constant irri- 
tation in the establishment, while the time of the Board of Guardians has been 
occupied and wasted by inquiring into, and endeavouring to arrange, differences 
which ought never to have arisen. It also appears that the warnings which 
the medical officer has received have not had the effect of making him alter his 
course of conduct. No later than last month it appeared that the medical officer 
had advised the infirmary nurse to disobey au order of the master, when the 
following resolution on the subject was adopted : — “ The Board are further of 
opinion that the medical officer acted improperly in advising the nurse to act as 

180. C she 
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she did, and they request that she will never again adopt a course so calculated 
to interfere with the due authority of the master, and to encourage insubor- 
dination in the establishment.” 

The medical officer’s communications to the master are also unbecoming, and 
are written in an over-bearing tone, which the medical officer has no right to 
assume in addressing the workhouse master ; while some of his expressions in 
reference to him are highly indecorous, as, for instance, the language used by 
him in his report of the 11th instant, “I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
another disgusting report from the journal of the workhouse master,” &c. 

The Commissioners do not think it would be possible for any man to perform 
his duty as master, and to manage a workhouse efficiently, if lie is subject to 
interference such as that constantly attempted by Dr. Kellett, who appears to be 
of such an irritable temperament, and so injudicious and anxious to possess un- 
due authority in the workhouse, as to render it impossible for the other officers 
of the workhouse to co-operate with him. This objectionable conduct on his 
part has continued so long, notwithstanding the frequent warning's lie has re- 
ceived, that the Commissioners think there can be little hope of amendment ; and 
as the interests of the Union and the good order of the workhouse must suffer 
from these frequent quarrels between the master and the medical officer, which 
are mainly owing to the latter, they feel it to be their duty to require that his 
resignation be made to the Board of Guardians without delay, failing which, 
they will remove him from his office by an Order under their seal. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

The Clerk of Kell’s Union. Chief Clerk. 



(No. 298—1864.) 

No. 12. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at 
a meeting held on Saturday, 2 January 18G4. 

Present : — In the Chair, George Bom ford. Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Christie, Lynch, and Chaloncr. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, 31st ultimo, on the subject of 
inquiry into the charges preferred by the master of the workhouse against the 
medical officer of indecorous conduct towards him, and of interfering im- 
properly, and assuming undue authority in the government of the workhouse, 
&c. &c. 

The Commissioners state that they do not think it would be possible for any 
man to perform his duty as master, and to manage a workhouse efficiently, if 
he is subject to interference such as that constantly attempted by Dr. Kellett, 
who appears to he of such an irritable temperament, and so injudicious and 
anxious to possess undue authority in the workhouse, as to render it impossible 
for the officers of the workhouse to co-operate with him. 

This objectionable conduct on his part has continued so long, notwithstanding 
the frequent warnings he has received, that the Commissioners think that there 
can be little hope ot amendment; and, as the interests of the Union and the 
good order of the workhouse must suffer from these frequent quarrels between 
the master and the medical officer, which are mainly owing to the latter, they 
feel it to be their duty to require that his resignation be made to the Board of 
Guardians without delay, failing which, they will remove him from his office bv 
an Order under their seal. J 

Ordered, that as the medical officer is not present, and having left word that 
he could not be here till after 3 o’clock p.m., the clerk having read this letter 
to the master m our presence, he do likewise read it to the medical officer on his 
return to the house. 
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(No. 760—1864.) 

No. 13.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a 
meeting held on Saturday, 9 January 1864. 

Present:— In the Chair, Richard Chaloner, Esq. 

Other Guardians:— Messrs J. Radcliff, Rauntree, McCann, Christie, Lynch 
McKenna, Power, Tisdall, Waller, Rothwell, Bomfurd, Garnett, Woodward' 
C. C. Barnes, A. Radcliff, Keating, J. A. Nicholson, C. A. Nicholson, Jackson’ 
P. Lynch, P. Reilly, B. Farrell, and Armstrong. 



The following letter, dated 9th instant, from the medical officer, was read ; — 



Gentlemen, 

Complying with the Order of the Poor Law Commissioners, I hereby resign 
the trust you confided to me, and remain 



To the members of the Board of Guardians. 



Yours, &c. 

(signed) E. Kellctt. 



Letter from same, 9th instant. 

Gentlemen, 

. Should you kindly reconsider my case, and allow me to withdraw my resigna- 
tion, I pledge myself to do all in my power to assist my fellow officers in the 
discharge of their duties, and to avoid a recurrence of any of those unpleasant 
transactions which have recently taken place. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) E. Kelleti. 

Moved by John A. Nicholson, Esq. ; seconded by John Tisdall, Esq. : — 

That the medical officer having tendered his resignation in consequence of the 
letter from the Commissioners, the Guardians are sorry to lose his services, 
although they cannot justify his recent conduct; and, therefore, they would sugo-est 
to the Commissioners that, in consideration of Dr. Kellett’s second letter now 
before the Board, they would suspend their Order, and allow him to withdraw 
his resignation for the present, as they trust he will act strictly in accordance 
with his letter, and as they feel that his care and attention to the sick has been 
unremitting and in every way satisfactory to the Board. 

Carried unanimously. 



(No. 760—1864.) 

No. 14. Observations of Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, on the fore^oins' 
Minute. ° S 

The medical officer appears to acknowledge his fault, and promises amend- 
ment, and it is possible that this occurrence may make him act with more 
temper and discretion in future; and there is no doubt that he is efficient in 
regard to his medical treatment of the sick. 

Under these circumstances I would beg to suggest the propriety, in deference 
to the unanimously expressed wish of the Board of Guardians, of allowing 
Dr. Kellett a further trial, on the distinct understanding that if he does not in 
future control his temper, and if he again interferes unduly in the. workhouse in 
matters not appertaining to his own office, he will at once be removed from his 
sit ation. 

13 January 1864. yy 



180. 
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(No. 760 — 1864.) 

No. 16. — Letter from tlie Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 16 January 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Kells 
Union, on the 9th instant, from which they perceive that a communication having- 
been received from Dr. Kellett, who had previously resigned his office of medical 
officer of the workhouse, applying to be allowed to withdraw his resignation, and 
pledging himself to avoid a recurrence of the conduct which led the Commis- 
sioners to require his resignation, the Guardians have expressed their regret at 
losing his services ; and although they state, they cannot justify his recent con- 
duct, suggest that, in consequence of his letter above referred to, he be allowed to 
withdraw his resignation for the present. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have to express their regret that they 
cannot give effect to the Guardians’ wishes, believing Dr. Kellett’s conduct, in 
point of indiscretion and violence, to have been wholly without precedent. The 
Guardians will bear in mind that this is not the first occasion on which conduct 
of a like character has been exhibited by Dr. Kellett ; and the Commissioners 
think that much is due to the workhouse master, whose efforts for the establish- 
ment of proper discipline have been paralysed by Dr. Kellett’s acts. 

The Commissioners must therefore press for Dr. Kellett’s immediate resigna- 
tion of his office. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 



(No. 1237—1864.) 

No. 16. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a 
meeting held on Saturday, 16 January 1864. 

Present : — In the Chair, John Radcliffe, Esq. 

Other Guardians : — Messrs. Bomford, Woodward, Christie, L. Lynch Garnett, 
C. C. Barnes, C. A. Nicholson, and Keating. 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners, dated 15th instant, on the subject 
of the resolution adopted by the Board of Guardians ou the 9th instant, request- 
ing the Commissioners to permit the medical officer to withdraw liis resignation 
for the present, &c. The Commissioners have to express their regret that they 
cannot give effect to the Guardians’ wishes, believing Dr. Kellett’s conduct, in 
point of indiscretion and violence, to have been wholly without precedent. The 
Guardians will bear in mind that this is not the first occasion on which conduct 
of a like character has been exhibited by Dr. Kellett; and the Commissioners 
think that much is due to the workhouse master, whose efforts for the establish- 
ment of proper discipline have been paralysed by Dr. Kellett’s acts. The Com- 
missioners must therefore press for Dr. Kellett’s immediate resignation of his 
office. 

Moved by Mr. Christie ; seconded by Mr. Woodward. 

Resolved. — That Dr. Kellett’s resignation of the 9th instant be accepted ; and 
that the clerk shall advertise for a medical officer at the same salary: the election 
to take place this day three weeks. 

Passed — 

Ordered. — That Dr. Kellett do act as medical officer until his successor shall 
be appointed, at the same salary he has been receiving. 
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(No. 1998—1864.) 

]sj 0 _ Letter from JV. J. Garnett , Esq., High Sheriff of the County Meath, 

forwarding a Memorial from the ex-officio and Elected Guardians of Kells 
Union on behalf of Dr. Kellelt. 

[No other memorial was received by the Commissioners on behalf of Dr. 

Kellett.] 

Gentlemen, Willi amstown, Kells, 27 January 1864. 

I have much pleasure in bringing before you the accompanying memorial 
from the ex-officio and elected Guardians of the Kells Union on behalf of the 
late medical officer of the workhouse (Dr. Kellett), and from the numerous and 
influential signatures attached thereto, coupled with the fact of Dr. Kellett s 
having expressed his regret for those unfortunate occurrences which led to your 
order, and having' promised to act more circumspectly for the future (a promise 
which I feel certain he will strictly adhere to), will I trust obtain for it your kind 
consideration. 

I think it also but right to mention that the ratepayers take the strongest pos- 
sible interest in his re-appointment. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) JVm. J. Garnett, 

High Sheriff, County Meath. 



(No. 1998—1864.) 

No. 18. — Memorial from ex-officio and Elected Guardians of Kells Union 
enclosed in No. 17. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 22 January 1864. 

We the undersigned ex-officio and elected Guardians of the Kells Union beg 
again to call your attention to the case of the late medical officer (Dr. Kellett) of 
the workhouse, who has been earnestly engaged in practice in this Union 
durino- the past 22 years, and we feel it due to him to express by this memorial 
our confidence in him, and to bear testimony to his zeal and unremitting atten- 
tion to the sick poor since his appointment to the union hospitals. We therefore 
hope that you will recal your recent order for his resignation, and confidently and 
respectfully subscribe ourselves — 

J. Headfort, Hugh lldlly, p.l.g. 

Jn. A. Nicholson, a.m„ d.l. John Roden, j.p., p.l.g. 

James N. Waller, j.p., d.l. Christ. A. Nicholson, m.a., j.p. 

John Tesdall, Fi’ancis Battersby, j.p., p.l.g. 

ex-officio Guardian, Kells Union. G. Rawley, j.p. 

W. S. Garnett, Thomas Radcliff, p.lg. 

High Sheriff, County Meath. John Radcliff, J.P. 

George Bomford, j.p. 



John Keating, p.l.g. 

C. Barnes, j.p. 

James Armstrong, p.l.g. 
John Power, p.l.g. 

John Christie, p.l.g. 
Bernard Farrell, p.l.g. 
Nicholas McKenna, p.l.g. 
Charles Mortimer, j.p. 



Arthur Radcliff, p.l.g. 
Richard Barnewall, j.p. 
Joseph Gargan, p.l.g. 
Thomas McCann, p.l.g. 
2'homas Jackson, jun., p.l.g. 
Isaac Roundtree, p.l.g. 
Charles Adams, j.p. 

Owen Clarke, p.l.g. 
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(No. 1998—1884.) 

No. 19.— Observations of Mr. Robinson , Poor Law Inspector, on the forevoino- 
Memorial. ° “ 

The opinion I entertained, when I made my report to the Commissioners on 

hold r <f 101 r , at £ would , be desiraWe that Dr. Kellett should cease to 
hold the office of medical officer of the workhouse if tile Guardians would consent 
to require him to resign hot I did not think there were altogether sufficient 
grounds to remove him by a sealed order if the Board of Guardians wished to 
retain him. I was influenced in some measure in taking this lenient view of the 
ease by the consideration that Dr. Kellett is anxious and zealous in carrying oat 

ouendv in a 6 n T' ‘ th °“ sh h,S un f ,VCTnabIe tem P OT causes him to^icffre- 
qnently in a m, .St improper manner, the motives which have often brought him 

“,*? co,hs,on w , 1 * the “ tber °® cers Iwve been the desire to make arrangements 
which he thought would have been of service to the sick. 

I was also of opinion that if the Board should desire to retain him and that it 
should be found that the present occurrence does not serve as am^rand 

place ‘ivifl “ S , lU f m P er a,ld interference, wliat has now taken 

temove all grounds for intercession on his behalf, and render his 

propriety. 6 SmBSal “ b,s ncxt offence “ »<* of evident and unqueslionable 

might 6 be™^dr7o,lS C1USeCl m6 *° ‘ f °™ er «“* * 



30 January 1864. 



II. R. 



(No. 1998—1864.) 

No. 20.— Letter from the Commissioners to IF. S. Garnett, Esq., in reply to 
the Memorial of ex-officio Guardians. 

Si r Loor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

rre^d^ow“idMtii &r ad - m , in f terinS l‘ he f“° b ‘ b "relief of the poor in 
a »“l , i t ^ 6re0 f' p t .| f ktter of the 27th ultimo, transmitting 

of Kells Union in whirl if 6 ' ° f t ’ e . e ^: 0 *? 10 anc] electeci Guardians of the poor 
mittfno -H' 6 mem onalists bear testimony to the zeal and unre- 

flli“d fhe officrof° medico I T ‘"'fT* ^ Dr ’ Kella “ during the period he 
* . _ medical officer of the workhouse of Kells Union - and the 

tion of said office 16 '' eqUeStetl t0 recaI tl,eir recent decision requiring his resigna- 
m. ’ P“ rsu ance of their advertisement inviting candidates for the office 

C c m7i7e;^r— 

o~lTh Wm ^ e Carefa ‘ “Nation to all the 7eu7tance! of Ms 
they 'may decide Inth^event c^‘ l 7coi^ting , ency t whdcIl , may 1: 3^aiPt^^7plaice* 0 ^° W 



William S. Garnett, Esq., 
High Sheriff of the County Meath, 
Williamstown, Kells. 



(signed) 



By Order, &c. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 
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(No. 1997—1864.) 

No. 21 . — Letter from Dr. Kellett to the Commissioners. 

Kells, County Meath, 

Gentlemen, _ 28 January 1864. 

I regret indeed to have been the cause of giving- annoyance to you,' or to the 
Board of Guardians ; however, as I have been led aw a}’ in my desire to discharge 
the duties to the sick poor which I felt incumbent on me, and have incurred 
your displeasure, I humbly seek for that pardon which an erring- mortal may 
hope for from those in authority over him, and beg that you may x-evoke vour 
recent order, and not deprive me of the professional position which so many 
years of an anxious and laborious life have enabled me to attain. Should you 
considerately comply with my prayer, I pledge myself to avoid in future every- 
thing which might be conducive to a renewal of the uupleasant occurrences of 
the past. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Edward Kellett, m. d. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(No. 1997—1864.) 

No. 22 . — Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Kellett. 

Poor Law Commission Office 

Sir, Dublin, 4 February 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, in which you express 
regret at the circumstances which led them to require your resignation of the 
office of medical officer of the workhouse of Kells Union, and pledge yourself, in 
the event of their revoking their decision in your case, to avoid, in future, every- 
thing which might be conducive to a renewal of the unpleasant occurrences of 
the past. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to inform you that the vacancy 
having occurred in the office of medical officer of the workhouse, they cannot 
interfere with the action of the Board of Guardians, who will proceed to the 
election of a medical officer at their meeting on the 6 tli instant, in pursuance of 
iJxeir advertisement inviting candidates for the office. 

There is, however, no legal objection to your coming forward as a candidate 
on the occasion, when, in the event of your election to the office, they will 
consider all the circumstances of your case ; but they cannot give any engage- 
ment as to how they may decide in the event of a contingency which may not 
take place. 

. . By Order, &c. 

To Edward Kellett, Esq., m. d., (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Kells. 



(No. 2677—1864.) 

No. 23. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Saturday, 6 February 1864. 

Present : — In the chair, Richard Chaloner, Esq. 

Other Guardians ; — Captain Roden, Messrs. Bornford, Waller, J. Radcliff, 
Tesdall, J. A. Nicholson, Mortimer, C. C. Barues, Barnwall. Rawley, C. A. 
Nicholson, Kearney, J. A. Farrell, McCann, O’Reilley, Woodward, Jackson, 
H. Reilly, B. Farrell, Rothwell, Christie, Armstrong, Blake, Newman, 
Keating, T. Radcliff, A. Radcliff, P. Reilly, P. Reilly, Me Kenna, P. Lynch, 
L. Lynch, McEvoy, Clarke, Gargan, and Roundtree. 

Applications for the situation of medical officer of the workhouse were read 
from Drs. Kellett, Halton, Telford, and Evans. 

Dr. Kellett was proposed by Mr. J. A. Nicholson, and seconded by Mr; 
Waller. 

180 . c 4 Dr. Halton 
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Dr. Halton was proposed by Mr. Christie, and seconded bv Mr. L. Lynch. 

Dr. Telford was proposed by Mr. Tesdall, and seconded by Mr. Bomford. 

Dr. Evans was proposed by Mr. Keating, and seconded by Mr. Mortimer." 

Voting for Dr. Kelleit— Captain Roden, Messrs. Bomford, Waller, J.Radcliff 
Tesdall, J. A. Nicholson, Mortimer, Barnes, Barnwell, Hawley, C. A. Nicholson 
Woodward, Jackson, Armstrong, Keating, T. RadclifF, A. Radcliff, P. Reilly 
McKenna, and Roundtree — 20 . * 

For Dr. Halton — Messrs. Kearney, J. A. Farrell, McCann, O’Reilly, H. Reilly 
B. Farrell, Christie, Blake, Newman, P. Reilly, P. Lynch, L. Lvne’h, McEvov 
Clarke, and Gargan — 15. ^ 

For Dr. Telford — Mr. Roth well — 1. 

For Dr. Evans — none. 

Dr. Edward Kellett was re-elected medical officer of the workhouse by a 
majority of 5, at a salary of 70 J. a year. J 

The Guardians considered it necessary for Dr. Kellett to forward his diploma, 
certificates, &c. &c. again to the Commissioners, or to give replies to the queries 
forwarded by them. “ 



(No. 2677 — 1864.) 

No. 24. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 12 February 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for the relief of the poor 
in Ireland have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of Kells Union, on the 6th instant, from which it appears that the 
Guardians have re-elected Dr. Kellett to the office of medical officer of the 
workhouse, at a salary of 70 1. per annum. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that, having regard to 
the memorial which they recently received in Dr. Kellett’s favour, they will not 
object to his re-appointment to the above office on the terms stated; on the 
distinct understanding, however, that should he fail in controlling his temper, or 
should he again place himself in a hostile position to the master, or any of the 
workhouse officers, they will not hesitate to remove him from office by an 
order under their seal. 

The Commissioners request that you will have the goodness to communicate 
the contents of this letter to Dr. Kellett. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Presiding Chairman, (signed) B . Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Board of Guardians, Kells Union. 



(No. 4295 — 1864.) 

No. 25. —Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a 
Meeting held on Saturday, 27 February 1864. 

Present : — In the chair, John lladdiffe, Esq. 

Other Guardians Messrs. Bomford, L. Lynch, Armstrong, Christie, 
Keating, and Newman. 

The following Letter from Richard Chalmer, Esq., was read : 

Sir, 

In a letter dated 31st December 1863, the Commissioners for administering 
the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland addressed the Board of Guardians 
of Kells Union, relative to an inquiry held upon certain charges preferred by the 
master of the workhouse of Kells Union against the medical officer. Having 
entered at considerable length into the particulars of these charges, the Com- 
missioners writs as follows : — “ The Commissioners consider it necessary to 

consider 
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consider the medical officer’s conduct, not only with reference to the facts 
elicited at the recent inquiry, but also in regard to his proceedings on former 
occasions. It appears from the Guardians’ minutes, that for a long time past the 
medical officer’s intemperate interference in the government of the workhouse 
has been the cause of constant irritation in the establishment, while the time of 
the Board of Guardians has been occupied and wasted by inquiring into, and 
attempting to arrange, differences which ought never to have arisen. It also 
appears that the warnings which the medical officer has received have not had 
the effect of making him alter his course of conduct.” 

Having quoted a resolution of the Kells Board of Guardians, in which the 
medical officer is charged with having acted improperly in advising the in- 
firmary nurse to disobey an order of the master, the Commissioners proceed to 
say “ The Commissioners do not think it would be possible for any man to 
perform his duty as master, and to manage a workhouse efficiently, if he is 
subject to interference such as that constantly attempted by Dr. Kellett, who 
appears to be of such an irritable temperament, and so injudicious and anxious 
to possess undue authority in the workhouse, as to render it impossible for the 
other officers of the workhouse to co-operate with him. This objectionable con- 
duct on his part has continued so long, notwithstanding the frequent warnings 
he has received, that the Commissioners think there can be little hope of amend- 
ment and they conclude their letter by stating that “they feel it their duty to 
require that his resignation he made to the Board of Guardians without delay, 
failing which they will remove him from his office by an order under their 
seal.” 

In consequence of this letter Dr. Kellett resigned his office of medical 
officer of the workhouse, but afterwards applied to the Guardians to be allowed 
to withdraw his resignation ; upon which the Guardians expressed their regret at 
losing his. services, and suggested to the Commissioners that, although they 
could not justify his recent conduct, they hoped he might be allowed to with- 
draw his resignation for the present. They then received the following letter 
from the Commissioners, dated 15th January 1864 : — “ The Commissioners have to 
express their regret that they cannot give effect to the Guardians’ wishes, believ- 
ing Dr. Kellett’s conduct, in point of indiscretion and violence, to have been 
wholly without precedent. The Guardians will bear in mind that this is not the 
first occasion on which conduct of a like, character has been exhibited by Dr. 
Kellett, and the Commissioners think that much is due to the master of the 
workhouse, whose efforts for the establishment of proper discipline have been 
paralyzed by Dr. Kellett’s acts. The Commissioners must therefore press for 
Dr. Kellett’s resignation of his office.” These letters seem decided and explicit 
enough, and I fully agree with their contents. I must now beg to refer you to 
their next official communication to the Kells Board of Guardians, dated 12th 
February 1864 : 

“To the Presiding Chairman of the Board of Guardians, Kells Union. 

“ Sir, 

. “T* 16 Commissioners for administering the Law for Relief of the Poor 
m Ireland, have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians of Kells Union on the 6th instant, from which it appears that the 
Guardians have re-elected Dr. Kellett to the office of medical officer of the work- 
house, at a salary of 70 l. a year. In reference thereto the Commissioners 
desire to state that, having regard to the memorial which they recently received 
J nDr. Kellett’s favour, they will not object to his reappointment to the above 
office on the terms stated, on the distinct understanding, however, that should he 
fail in controlling his temper, or should he again place himself in a hostile 
• position to tr re master or any of the workhouse officers, they will not hesitate 
to remove him from office by an order under their seal.” 

It appears from the above letter that in the interval between the 15th January 
(when the Commissioners positively refused to permit Dr. Kellett to withdraw his 
resignation, although they were asked to do so by a unanimous resolution of 
23 guardians), and the 12th February, in which they confirm his re-election 
~y Jj^e ^Guardians on the 6th, the Commissioners “ received a memorial in Dr. 
Kellett s favour,” but that no official communication took place on the subject 
between them and the Board of Guardians. How, or by whom, this memorial 

lSo. D was 
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was got up and signed does not appeal*; but since it has had the effect of in- 
ducing the Commissioners to eat their own words, and re-establish in Kells Work- 
house a state of things which they so truthfully and graphically described in 
their letters of the 31st December 1863 and 16th January 1864, I feel I have no 
alternative but to hand in my resignation as vice-chairman of the Kells Board 
of Guardians, the course of actiou taken by the memorialists and by the Com- 
missioners appearing to me to be both reprehensible and undeserving of my 
future confidence. I have merely to add my request that you will be good'enough 
to have the foregoing placed on the Minutes, and, should you or the Board of 
Guardians object to doing so, that you will be so good as to return it to me. as in 
that case I shall take a more public means of acquainting the Commissioners with 
my reasons for resigning the vice-chairmanship of the Kells Board of Guardians * 
and beg to remain, yours faithfully, 

* . (signed) Richard Chaloner. 

Ordered to be inserted on the Minutes ; and the Guardians regret Mr. Chaloner’s 
determination to resign the vice-chairmanship of the Board. 



(No. 4296—1864.) 

No. 26.— Observations of Mr. Robinson , Poor Law Inspector, on the 
foregoing. 

I regret that Mr. Chaloner should have seen fit to resign the vice-chairman- 
ship for the reasons given in his letter. These reasons appear to be that the 
Commissioners were induced, by a memorial in Dr. Kellctt’s favour, to sanction 
his re-election, though they had before refused to allow him to withdraw his 
resignation when requested by the Guardians to do so ; but Mr. Chaloner over- 
looks the fact that the re-election of Dr. Kellett was the act of the Board of Guar- 
dians, and that in sanctioning his reappointment the Commissioners only yielded 
to the wish of the Board of Guardians, when it was a second time expressed in 
Ur. KeIJ,ett s favour, by their own act in re-electing him. 

The memorial, which Mr. Chaloner objects to, would not of itself have effected 
the reappointment of Dr. Kellett had not the Board of Guardians, by a majority 
of votes, supported the views set forth in Dr. Kellett’s favour in that statement. 

1 March 1.864. T r p 
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